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The hysterical forms of mastering fear are more varied. Here too
sacrifice plays an important role, but it: assumes a more conscious,
dazzling, ecstatic character. In very young girls this desire to
sacrifice themselves implies grave sexual dangers; the fact that every
young soldier must actually face death deeply stirs the heated
imaginations of such girls. They feel that they must give the man,
already dedicated to death in their fantasy, everything that can
increase the "last joys of life." Their personal fears are intensified
by the general motives for fear inherent in the war atmosphere, and
in them the mastering of fear through activity extends to various
fields, including sexuality. This activity usually involves a loosening
of the ties with their old authorities and creates a tendency to
rebellion, especially against the mother. I have observed several
young girls who left their homes in a fit of rage when their mothers
objected to their having interrupted their school work in order to
plunge into strenuous and often not particularly important "war
activity." The war gives them a well rationalized opportunity to
satisfy the tendency to run away that exists in any case.

In observing feminine reactions to the war, one must distinguish
between those that take place in the non-dangerous hinterland and
those that occur closer to the battle zone. In the first case, the war
is chiefly experienced in fantasy, and unless the impact of external
conditions produces an adjustment to reality, bizarre acting out often
takes place, of the kind we have mentioned earlier in our discussion
of puberty. Young girls of this type use the war as a rationalization
and realize fantasies that otherwise would have been repressed.
Fortunately, the opposite pattern of behaviour can also be observed:
many young girls who formerly let life pass them by, and displayed
no particular interest in the community, are "awakened" through
the war to purposeful activity and actually perform, valuable war
work. But even in these latter cases the limit of real necessity is
often crossed, and a gratifying and valuable occupation is given up as
soon as internal and external difficulties no longer need to be
mastered. In this situation the freezing of workers to their jobs
recently instituted by the United States government performs a
worth-while educational task.

The closer the danger, the more active is woman's participation
in the war, and not only as a method of mastering fear* In all wars
women awaken to activity when their children, husbands, and
homes are threatened; because they often use the same methods,
we often confuse the different psychologic aims they pursue.
Women's activity in war-stricken countries is mobilized by the